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DANGEROUS SEXUAL OFFENDERS AMENDMENT BILL 2012 
Introduction and First Reading 

Bill introduced, on motion by Mr M.J. Cowper (Minister for Corrective Services), and read a first time. 

Explanatory memorandum presented by the minister. 

Second Reading 
MR M.J. COWPER (Murray–Wellington — Minister for Corrective Services) [1.07 pm]: I move — 

That the bill be now read a second time. 

This bill marks a significant milestone in the government’s commitment to protect the public from dangerous 
sexual predators. The amendments to the Dangerous Sexual Offenders Act 2006 proposed in this bill, while 
seemingly small, will in fact improve community safety by enhancing the way dangerous sexual offenders are 
managed and supervised when released into the community. 

The aim of the Dangerous Sexual Offenders Act is to protect the community from the serious dangers posed by 
this group of offenders. The act allows the court to detain these offenders beyond their sentence or to place them 
in the community under a supervision order. This bill amends the act by introducing electronic monitoring, 
specifically GPS technology, as a standard condition of the supervision orders. The community expects that we, 
their elected representatives, will ensure that these dangerous offenders are subject to the most stringent 
supervision possible. In other parts of Australia, and elsewhere in the world, these offenders are monitored 
continuously by GPS technology. The technology is used in a number of jurisdictions including the United 
States, the United Kingdom, some European nations and, within Australia, Queensland and NSW. Victoria has 
also recently committed to using GPS as a monitoring tool.  

In April this year, the government announced that $6 million was being allocated to GPS tracking of dangerous 
sexual offenders in Western Australia. We have moved swiftly to develop the legislation and the systems and 
processes to make this commitment a reality. This bill gives the Department of Corrective Services the power to 
install an electronic device on an offender and at a specified place. When they are released from prison, they will 
be fitted with the device and specially trained officers from the department will be able to know where they are 
24 hours a day, seven days a week. Information from the device will be sent back to a central monitoring station, 
where it will be monitored and recorded. This does not mean that each offender will be under constant visual 
surveillance, but it does mean that there will be the capacity to know an offender’s location at any given point in 
time. In addition, GPS tracking will let the department know if one of these dangerous offenders is in a location 
that is a breach of their conditions, such as a victim’s house or school. An alarm will be activated if the offender 
enters an “exclusion zone” or tries to tamper with the device. This technology is an additional tool by which 
offenders can be monitored. The department already has a good track record of managing offenders who are 
subject to dangerous sexual offender supervision orders, and GPS tracking will be implemented alongside 
current strong case management practices. The bill also gives the court specific power to impose a curfew. At 
present, the DSO act contains a provision that allows the court to impose any conditions it thinks fit. The bill 
specifies that the court’s power under this provision includes the power to impose a curfew. Together with other 
forms of restrictions, curfews will be monitored by GPS technology. So that the community is protected against 
all dangerous sexual offenders, the electronic surveillance will apply not only to offenders who will be released 
on supervision orders in the future, but also to offenders who are on current orders. For offenders who are 
already on supervision orders, the bill will empower officers from the Department of Corrective Services to 
impose electronic monitoring on the offenders where it is necessary to do so. Now that GPS technology is 
available, it is incumbent on the department to use it for the protection of the community.  

There are contingency measures in the bill in the event of a device being tampered with. Any attempt to remove 
a device will attract a severe mandatory penalty. The penalty for tampering with the equipment will be 
mandatory imprisonment of 12 months. There is potential for the use of GPS to be broadened beyond dangerous 
sexual offenders to other groups of offenders once the technology has been tested. The government is committed 
to ensuring that community safety is a priority and implementing GPS tracking for dangerous sexual offenders 
will contribute towards that goal. 

I commend the bill to the house.  

Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr D.A. Templeman.  
Appropriations 

Message from the Governor received and read recommending appropriations for the bill. 
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